Modulation of T3 antigen in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE).
One of the first steps in the T cell activation is modulation of T3-Ti complex from the cell membrane. This process was studied in patients with SLE by immunofluorescence staining and measured in a cell sorter. The modulation of T3 antigen was impaired in a number of patients. The mitogen-induced proliferation was also decreased in these cases, but decreased blast transformation occurred also with efficient modulation. Pretreatment of normal T lymphocyte with sera from patients with decreased modulation caused only moderate inhibition of T3 antigen modulation. Modulation in vitro was not influenced by steroids.